Acute stroke: trial by jury. The toothless tiger (role of the principal investigator).
All trials require a principal investigator to take the lead role and act as main contact amongst the various groups of participants. His role ranges from assistance in protocol design; through selection of investigators, monitoring of study conduct and responding to Safety Committee recommendations; to involvement in study reporting and in maintaining access to the data set after the conclusion of the trial. This article describes the role of the principal investigator and Steering Committee in more detail and discusses the issues that arise out of the organisational requirements of modern clinical trials and the potential tensions between the various participating groups.